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If It bo lb« confirmation or victory to aleap In (bo bed*
of ibo oocquorod, tbon iro no victorious. If to hare
utterly broken end rented tbo enemjr and driven blm
In dmgracc'ui rout from a position whose natural
strength cannot bo overestimated, with hoary loan to
bim and but little loot to ua, Is to bare won a victory,
then I may repeal the worla of my flrat telegram,
"Wo are eompletely victorious" Two nights ago
tbo anrmy'a Ores burned brightly on M.seion Ridge
and lookout Mountain. Lait night, at dusk, the
Oaloo camr Oreo made tbo ridge one groat glow worm,
and or.mo.noJ lb* aky above till tl.e groat, full
moon, which bad risen Jaot at the day and battle wore
woo and ended, looked p do but anilliogly. Tbe allusion
may create a am'le but tbere wit mce than one u the
ndge yeeterday aftoroooa. who, aa tboy aaw tbo enemy
fly r.g and tbo n ot rising thought of Iba sun of Aua
lorIlia." 1 remember watobleg Orint, aa be rode along
ilia ridge, w lb baad onoovered, raceivlog tbe piaudita
o' bis men, and I woadarad If be did not lb ink of the
earn# toe dent.
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the humiliation of Feeing its army evucuatlog
, the important poailioo of Chattanooga, the Increased facilitiesor transportation afforded by that sneers* acre

not sufficient to .supply and provision an army reinforced
to Hie extent tt was deemed necessary to strengthen the
Army of the Cumberland. The railroad to Chattanooga
became an imperative and immediate necessity, and
with this at the primary object to bt attained, General
Grant devised a plan to raiaei.be siege of the place and
get possession of ell Important Lookout Mountain This
plan was submitted to bis general officers by General
Graat, and Anally adopted. On last Friday I bad an'
opportunity of seolng a copy of General Grant's
letter to General Thomas, detailing tbis plan
Now tbat It boa been carried out toe highly successful
issue, I reel st liberty to use tbe substance of the letter
of General Grant, which has reference to the execution of.
the plan Not only was tbe principal object to beat
tainsd a tempting reward lor lbs operations intended,bat as elimination of ths enemy's l|up showed veryplainly tbat be had deliberately exposed himself to greatdanger. Hit exterior line opoo Mission Ridge was somethingnear seven miles in aslant, while his Inner line of
rlffe pits and similar defences running through tbe vsl
leys was not less than live miles loDg. There was uponthe line two points of importance tj |(u>; tbe Orel,Tunnel TTfll, lieing th{ key to bis poailioo andJ [ockout H^utam.a position Important to Uragg as n
barrinr to iu* ourpoeee of uraot. n * supi-osrii tbe
enemy would defeM lubOdi gm wllb vigor lookout
could be bold by email fbrce. <5el held tbat, to
attack tils fldbks vigorously, In order to far?< nn^ t' keejtble line lengthened, and tbue weakened, would aMtri a
favorable opportunity to teel the etrengtb of the centra.
It ru therefore decided that General Sherman, with
three division* of bis own army, and General Davie, of
I'almer'e corpe, should move oorlb of the river, to a point
opposite the mouth of the Chlcltamaugrn, and at an early
hour on tbe following morning tbrow a poo
toon bridge aoroes tbe ITcnoeasee, and, (under
cover ef General Rranoan's aMlllery, cross and carry ttat
heights of Missionary Ridge as far, st leset, as Tunnel mil.
On tbs left rebel Sank, Gen. Hooker was to operate Wlth
Geary, Oslerhaus' and two brigades of Gan. Stanley's
division, bis primary object being to bold tbe rebels
there, but authorised, In rare of an opportunity present
leg itself, to take poree«s|o« of Utofcoul Mountain. In
tbe centre, Gen Tboaas was ordered to bo|g Granger and
Palmer s oorpa wall In bead, to await aa opportunity to
strike st tbo centra, whenever la tbe opinion of Gee.
Grant ilk suspicious moment presented Itself. Gen. O. 0.
Howard's corps was to be moved to lbs aortk side ef tbe
rher, rosato aid eltber Sherman or tbe coutrs. Rut
subsegu ntly, at tbe sugse-tlon ef Gan. Thorn**, Howard
was crossed into Cyttanoop. and bold as a movable
i'j»« Is reserre Such fas tie general (Asa of operattoSrfobioct, ef course, to sn--a modiikaii.uts
as tbe movements of lite dbdmy might necamtaie.
Hut It will Its seen that tbe enemy hid no
ehoii.'S of m vam»*ia, hut foened to a*«tme the d.frn>|,-y,
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menta. Never bava operation* In war belter or more
fully abown tbe vast advantages of the offensive The
tiMtlcs ef Chattanooga have boon tbe only onea ever
fought by tbts army on purely offensive principles. and 1
have thought since tbeee battlea that the arcret of Grant'a
succeei may be diacorered In tbe fact that be baa alwaya
taken tbe offensive. 1 bare beard men call bim "tbe
lucky Grant," and the newspapers speak of his good fortune.I tell you It Is not luck, It la not good fortune. II
Is "L-pswie d« la gutrrt " lie does nut depend upon
circumstance or good fortune, but controls bolb. One
uch llluatratlen from Grant aa we bare just bad ahowa
mere forcibly and graphically tbe vaat advantagee of
offensive warfare than all tbe maxima of Napoleon or
Jomini can.
This plan waa to tare been put In elocution on Saturday,November at; bat General Hberman failed to get

Into position « Friday, bla delay being cauoed by heavy
raioa and the pirtlal destruction of tbe pontooa brldgea
by rafta Seated down tbe river by tbe rebela. Indeed be
waa prevented from getUag ujnmty the ^Ight of Monday,
and only reported tUsjJJf re^dy for hu «* on Tuaaday
morning. Op Monday, however, a trivial clreumstaTAbrought about a development of internet, and which,witb'411 obanglng the plea In the leaat, rather advancedU and locreaaed tbe cbancee of auoceaa.

GENERAL WOOD'I RECONNOISSANCE.
Re-orta bad come In during tbe morning of Mondaythat ibe enemy were evacuating tbe ridge In our front.

On examination it waa found that they were engaged la
ome kind of movement, and about t> on General Thomas
determined upon a reccon- Isaance to learn tha meaning nf
bia raovemeata and alao for tbe purpnae or developing
bit right. It being a matter or considerable Interest. In
view ol Sherman'a movementa, lo know bow atrongly
"r*ltg waa potted on tha rtdge about iba tunnel.
Oeoeral Wood'* divlaion waa selected to mate tbe rnconnoiasrnce,and at one o'clock be bad moved bla three
brigade# Into Ilea la an open fold east of Urn
cltv ftnt lninatLll«l> 'K- 1..

Fort Wood. ftnneral Howard oorpe baring croeaed
tbe river from Lookout raliey, deployed into line at a renerve,wbiie General Sberidan, of (JrangeTa corpe, end
Ibe iroope of tbe Fourteenth rorpe, General Palmer. were
drawnuu in line Idcageof nneceraiiy truing fur them
<5eoeraT Palmar tleo ebowed blmeelf threatenIn/r down
tbe valley of Chattanooga ereek, making bia *<1ranee well
beyond liobb'a bouee. Wood'e route, ta cboean, wee to
be to tbe left of tbe rc»d to Blackford'* bouae, on Muxloa
Hldge bat tbe fore* beaded f»* two prominent bllle a littleto tbe nortb of tb« road, and tie rWbt hardly reeted
on the Hteefcford road wbeo tbe day ru over -m

There wae,l Imagine, toother reaeoo for thia fdeoaaole
atKf bjldre obtaining Information aa to tbe enemy**

lie* The informoat' be! "iUwidabla delay on the p-.rt
of General henn >t. ha< reeoliol, it wae tbongbt. W tbe
enemv'e heoominp aware M our piaug an I purpwe1IR|n|r; >u. : t V.
ft 'M10i J-JO* f«# iUV|*
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the enemy u to his actual movement* bad the delay nc
compelled tno withdrawal of that feinting column ft
want of ratlooa, at an early day. It la anapeeted that lb
eneuiy had learned of the actnal plan of operations, fu
he had moved somewhat to hie right

outsat. woot> moths roawatD
I bare b lore menti >oed two prominent peak* or bill

In Wood's treat. These are eaaetly ni>« mile rrom For
Wood, and lie weet of Cltlco creek, a little stream rutiniui
between this small ridge and Mlcmn ftldkc Tin
priorii*] of Ihow peaks la called by the cttizeni
"Orchard Knob," and the rebels had used It u
redoubt In tbelr outer lloe. Ibe approach to it wai
down and aorose an open alope from Fort Wood
and tben acroaa a heavily wooded plain. General
Wood began bis movement down this slope, and
acroaa tbls pi.vm at ball-past one P. M Willlch'saod
Haven's brigades were in tbe froot line, General Sam.
Realty's brigade forming tbe reserve. At tbe moment
Wood began to move, General Granger ordered the stags
guns in Fort Wood to open on the enemy's Irst n^Tiloo
and immediately tbe black mooaten begah to bellow e

b£ni ehaneodfc W U» I "b0 ®6W b#«,n 10 »W»nar
on Missionary Ridge lo quit." . ,WM' M m thj
alley below and towards us. Wood moved forward in

admirable style, hla skirmishers driving In the strong
picket line of tbe enemy with ease. Through
Ibe open held tbe line moved unwaveringly, and not
with undue baste, as IT seeking to gain the cover of Ute
wood* la tbelr rreot, but la tbe etyle of trieran*
proud of tbelr leader, and, knowing tbat from
tbe ramparts of Fort Wood tbey were watched by
Generals Grant, Thomas. Graagar and Howard, eich
seemed to feel tbat be was part of s scene wbtcb, area to
this warltka age, baa been seldom witnessed. There was
no straggling Tbsre wera none who eremed so poor
nod sptnlieee aa to straggle In the presence of
men wbo bad led at Vickaburg and Cblckamauga,
or of troop# that had stood at Gettysburg. So,
when tbey disappeared in tbe woods at Ibe foot of the bill
and tbair position became revealed only by tbe emokeof
battle, which rose above toe tree tope and drirted awty
toward Mimiob Ridge, a general bast of admirallm
went up from the spectators la tbe fort, and attended to
tbe more distinguished heroes of Vieksbur* and

Chlrkamaiga. On faUrlog tbe wnoda the ad
Titiciof lto* b*c*B« quit* »artnljr eogiged, tod
I t quarter of two o'clock a rerj brick tnucketryAre anrelnpad Ibe whole or Woodi front. Tbe enemy
waa found poeled babtad ruber rude but good rifle pita,and la alrong force Out tbou|b tbejr got In upon Wood
a h*»Tf and quite deatructlre Ore, It did not for a motpeqt^ttip Op reaching tbe fool of Orebard Knob Ilie ordarad a enarga, and with a cheer the man went
at It. Tbe Fifteenth Oblo pitched up tbe Raob la admlrablaorder, while tb* reat of tVillicb'a and
Haren'* t>rl,*'le# took the rtflo pita, drirtog
the er.emy or it In <onrg«|t a *n t aer.nrlng one bundrad aad
fift* nnn r true officer* of a'j A ab*aia regiment. The
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« rebels lr><m the pits on ibe mmmtl
r Although now fsr udv .need towards the enemy's Itn#

of works un the rings, General Wont found bto
flanks entirely unmolested. lie discovered the p»

g sition usen to ho a very tirnnir <>ne, easily held,
t In short raonoo range of the enemy's camps along >'ltieo
, C eck. and within reach of tho h avy line est^ lebe-' hftitem on llis summit of Ulssioo Kidgo; sad flndm; after
, some llmo, that the enemy r malned quiet. Wood *«4;
k ported the fact to Generel Granger, wtnv on orders frows
, General Thomas, Instructed Wood to Intrench blms-i',
I and st the same tints scat word be would protect m

flanks This was Ul Wo d asked. At Shllob, Mo e rtvef
and Chickaro.tag* be has proved that bocoukl uk«
of his front.

mi m
' " iT *sw-TT,n"rd"r wi""'or rw ",<rs| Howard, with bis two dtvaiwM. to m .eo

.rom bis posllloa as ressrre behind Wood, m d ! go inulloeon Citloo crook, ehwlng bio right wef. >i|<oe tVood'wloft, and rstlrlog the loft of the corps Ho rot in".»
poaitlonj without much fighting, other than Pro
PlVy heavy skirmishing with a sm»ll firrti
of rebels la a sec-nd Hoe of rifle pits bey i.d
Cltioo creek Approaching those pits in fr at.General Howard found their oecuptnli praps,si, a»4
disposed to maks a strong resistance In nrdar lo ivwi I
a bloody aflhlr, General Grsngsr sent Oenaral R.-atiyti
brigade, of Wood's division hitherto la rererve, througM
owe woods to the right of the rebel works Beattf sjcceededsplendidly lo his movement, lhe enemy, flcdiaghimself flanked by Realty, and a the same ttne hear', y
pressed by Howard, btatily fled to the strong*/ t-csltiJ
at the font of the monolalo. * »*-# **

Fimultanoously with Howard's movement reuses
flberidan's division.Granger's corps.w moved forwardlo rapport Wood's right, and sroal Into posii>"« iw
ftcKelrm on tho loft without any flrhilsg. The enemy
flndlrg that oor moo wors lolrooeblag their poslivin on I
Orchard Knob, begsa shosl flvo o'clock vigorous sh '» f
log of that point. Allb >ugh this was kept up f-oia thrsst
batterlsa until dtrkooaa had set to no damage waa doow.
During tba night the position taken by W ed and tan

forces which oame up to sdpport htm. rich! and loft wa.. «

materlolly strengthened by building rough rifle (die > few
yards la frodt of ibooo of tbo rebels' which h d he A
lakaa Oaplain Brldfo*' battar* «u Wnrad f.x »«r<*
from Fort Wood tad po*lad on Orobard K» >b, wh« » W
rilillM< daring tba rati of tba nparallooi. ^Fbarn ma*
h»r» baaa otbar battarww on Iba Croat Una at Uim Data,
bat If an f did ool IM Ibam. I ma* M wall m»nt' n

bar* I bit tba baa** gnat of Port Wood, ataaad b* th».
Twalfib Indiana bailor*, Ckpt. DiatrMdM, took part la tba
ibraa da**' oparaMoaa, Uirow lag baa** thrlg ap»n J|it
atda Rldga with graat aeanrae*.'
Onaral Palmar morad daring tba aigM a portion o» b *

corpa to th» loft nf bM axliion during tba da*, aad (t»1
raid* at dire loorntin ia hb daamnalratmo* down ( bato». *-lle>, or (9 yd ibr Gr-ugcr, a
mgT" W'I & jMPweaiNBniea ti6
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